2So               HENRY HOWARD: THE EARL OF SURREY
has for over three hundred years, so influenced the conception
of the poet and the interpretation of his poetry that no one
has seen fit to bring together all the accumulated evidence of
its misleading effect.
To summarize: Surrey did address a sonnet m compliment to
a young lady whom he called "Geraldine." During the eight-
eenth century she was correctly identified from internal evi-
dence as Lady Elizabeth Fitzgerald (as I have found external
evidence to prove). Absolutely no acceptable evidence had been
advanced that the Earl wrote more than this single sonnet to
her or that this sonnet was more than a conventional compli-
ment These are the facts from which arose the fallacious tradi-
tion of Surrey's love for the Faire Geraldme.